7-9-09

Superintendent Update
There will be a special Board meeting tomorrow evening July 9 at 5:00 pm in the High School cafetorium.  The main reason for the meeting is to open bids received for the high school science lab renovations.
We had our regular board last Monday evening.  The following are the main points that were covered.
1. The minutes of the last regular and special meetings were approved.

2. The finance report will be presented at the Special Board Meeting this Friday at 5:00 in the High School Cafeteria.

3. The three student handbooks were approved with recommended changes.  The principals have copies of these.

4. The science lab renovation project is under way.  The plans are drawn up and the project is out for bids.  Bids are due in Thursday afternoon.  They will be opened at the special board meeting Friday evening.

5. Work on the middle school additions has been started.  Discussion was held about making sure we add two science labs, consider air conditioning for the gym and include instant hot water heaters.  The plans were reviewed and work will continue on this project.  The next step is to take soil samples.

6. Bids were opened and the following old school vehicles were sold:  85 Ford F150, 93 GMC Box Van, 93 GMC work van, and 97 Ford Aerostar Van.

7. The lowest bidder to supply food for our lunch rooms was Sysco this year.  The board approved this. 

8. Bids were open to supply football equipment.  This lowest bidder was Sports Stop.  Their bid was accepted.

9. Prices for student insurance were considered.  The Board moved to accept the price from Dwight Jones Agency if it falls below $10,000.00.  If not then I am to call bids for this.

10.  The Board accepted resignations from:  

a. Brenda Smith H.S. Sp.Ed. (going to Conway), 

b. Michelle Dismuke Kg. (going to Conway) and 

c. Gena Tharp H.S. Math (going to Pulaski Co. Special S. D.).

d. Ashley Missman  ist Grade (going to Conway)

11. The flowing positions were filled:

a. Cafeteria workers:  

i. Reita Moring of Conway for full time High School Cafeteria

ii. Mary Meeks of Mayflower for 5 hours a day for Elementary Cafeteria

b. Middle School: 

i. Delanie Smith of Sherwood – 5th Grade, 

ii. Amy Cochran of Maumelle – 7th Math/Science, 

iii. David Davenport – Social Studies/Football Coach

iv. Kent Manion of Conway – Intervention teacher and golf coach

c. Elementary:  

i. Kim Lee from Hot Springs – Pre School Teacher.

ii. Michelle Stewart of Conway – Grade 1

d. Computer Tech. for Elementary:  Samuel Moix of Conway

e. High School: 

i. Vikki Valentine of Conway for Special Education

ii. Stacy Heston of Conway for Math.

We continued our discussion on making the high school parking lot safer.  Doug Jones and I have met with some contractors to get prices on removing the existing lines and adding new lines.  The current idea is to include a student drop off and pick up area in front of the high school and at the bottom of the hill near the middle school.  We plan to improve the traffic flow and widen the entry road (Leslie King Drive).  We hope to add some posts at the bottom of the parking lot to separate it from the road that runs in front of the football field.  We do have an architect plan of how the parking lot will look after the middle school project is complete.  Our current plan will be temporary until the architect plan can be incorporated when the middle school construction is complete.

The Principals and I will be meeting for two weeks starting next week.  Our plan is to comprehensively look at our academic successes over the last few years and look in detail at the areas we need to improve.  Our goal will be to focus on the learning of our students and make this the best educational environment it can be.

The elementary school has had the north, south wing renovated with new tiles and paint.  This work has made everything look new.  We are also working on a preschool playground.  The concrete paths are being constructed as I type this message.  We have also added some temporary walls to the middle school cafeteria.  This new room will hold our music classes until we have the new classrooms built.
If you have any ideas, questions or suggestions, please let me know. 

