2/5/2009

 

Our Junior girls play for conference this Friday night at 5:00.  They will play against Jessieville.  We need everyone there to support our girls and encourage a win.

 

Valentines Day is on a Saturday this year.  I was visiting with our Principals this week to decide what we should do in relation to Valentines Day this year on the Friday before.  We knew what ever we did needed to be district wide to we are consistent.  We discovered that our Middle School/High School student handbook says we will not accept deliveries for Valentines.  Apparently this has been the case for years.  This was not what I was expecting, but this is what we have to do.  So please do not send anything to the schools on Friday.  We sure do not want to disappoint anyone.  There will be some in house celebrations.  I know the elementary school is planning some activities for the children.

 

Our school calendar says, "Days lost due to inclement weather will be added to the end of the school year."  This means that the last day of school will be Tuesday June 2.  If we miss more days we will add them to the end of the year.  We plan to do our end of year activities on these days which will include tests.  Please do not plan any vacations or trips for this time of year.  Hopefully, we will not have anymore inclement weather.

 

During our last Board Meeting we discussed building an outdoor basketball court for our middle school students (playground) and our community to use.  We plan to build it next to the administration office on Luker Lane.  We still have to get permission from the City.  The Pee Wee Basketball Association plan to build it and the school is going to help with the cost of concrete.

 

I have a goal to start an alumni foundation.  I see that such an organization can help the school and we can recognize or distinguished alumni.  I have a vision of a 501C(3) organization with a website that organizes an annual banquet.  At this banquet we can recognize distinguished alumni and they can be recognized on an honor wall in the high school.  This organization could also help with scholarships and other school district needs.  I know we have plenty of needs and I am sure there are alumni wanting to help us if they just knew.
 

The next Parent/Community meeting has been assigned to talk about the alumni foundation.  Calling all alumni, calling all alumni, it would be good if we can get our alumni together to help get this Foundation organized.

 

We conducted a Board Meeting last Monday night.  It lasted just over an hour and these are the main topics covered.

 

1. It was decided to accept the price from Coke and these machines will be installed in the school district.  We plan to place machines in each staff lounge, middle school and high school gym, administration office and field house.  We decided on Coke products as this is what most people wanted.  The machines that will have student access will have timers on them so they can only be accesses after 3:30.  This is done to meet State requirements. 

2. We discussed the school calendar and how we should make up the missed days.  Mrs. Magness presented the P.P.C’s request and the School Board agreed.   This means that there will be no school on Feb. 16 and May 25.  The days to be made up will be placed at the end of the year.  At the moment the last day of school will be Tuesday, June 2.  This means there is no change to the calendar. 

3. We discussed the copier leases.  Most of these leases expire in the fall (September and October).  This means we will have new copiers early next school year.  We run about 2.2 million copies a year so this is a significant investment.  It was decided that we should call for prices from copier companies. We are going to look at this in two ways.  The first is a cash price for the equipment and pay a monthly maintenance charge.  The other is just a flat rate per copy and not buy the machines. 

4. We discussed our waste contracts (trash service).  We hope to call for competitive prices soon.  
5. We opened sealed bids for buses.  Bus number 9 was sold for $501.00. 

6. A policy was passed as follows, “All skilled trades and professional work on any campus must be done by a licensed and insured professional or individuals that are approved by the Superintendent and Facilities Director.”  This motion was approved in an effort to ensure the quality of work by businesses and volunteers.  This also reduces the liability of the school district if the work causes some sort of accident or concern. 

7. A resignation was accepted from Sharon Hill.  She is planning to continue her work at college.  She is working on a teaching degree.  We wish her well and support her with this goal. 

8. We discussed the principal contracts.  Our principals are doing a great job and meeting expectations.  These days we do not have to renew these contracts with a motion as they automatically renew.  As a result no action was taken.  Action would only have been taken if a principal’s contract was not to be renewed. This procedure is the same with teacher contracts and is how we did it last year.  
9. We did discuss the architects visit and our planning for the middle school and high school.  We are looking at a long term plan for our high school to make sure we can meet the needs of a growing school district.  We have to look at more space in our high school, adding science labs, adding an ALE classroom and adding buildings for an Agricultural Program.
Parent/Community Meetings - Monday, February 16 at 6:00 pm in the High School Cafetorium. The agenda is to organize an Alumni Foundation.

 

Have a great day.

 

Thanks,


John Gray 

jgray@mayflowerschools.info
Phone:  501-470-0506 x103 

