1/18/08
I hope everyone enjoyed their winter break and are living up to their New Year resolutions.  It has been a busy time around the school district of late and I know there has been a lot of basketball played over the break and since schools has started session again.
 

One our recent highlights were the visit of Chad Cargill who spoke to our high school students about the ACT test.  Chad gave an entertaining and informative session to our students to prepare them for the ACT Test.  This was very well received and I am expecting our students to perform better on the all important college entrance test.
 

We recently had our school board meeting on January 14 after it was put back a week.  The main topic for the evening was to solve the elementary building projects insulation problems.  The school architect attended and presented the solutions to ensure our new construction was to be well insulted.  The Board carried the appropriate motion to have this done.  We also approved a price to have the final amount of asbestos removed from the elementary buildings.  This was in readiness of the renovations of the existing cafeteria area.
 

The board also approved our facilities mater plan.  This is submitted to the state annually and gives a 10 year plan on the expansion and maintenance of our facilities.  This is the first step in the process of preparing for the expansion of our Middle School Facilities.  Subject to growth, this could be as close as three years out.
 

We also discussed the situation of opening up Billy Drive to increase access to our high school campus.  No action was taken but further discussion with our County Judge is planned.  Several student transfers were taken care of and we did discuss some personnel issues.  My contract was renewed for three years and we employed a new cafeteria worker and secretary for the elementary school.
There has been some discussion of late about our high school annual.  This year it will cover grades 5-12 and include our school activities.  It will be 155 pages of full color and will cost $35.00.   Next year we would like to make this project part of our journalism class so the students can include more articles.  We have had requests to include some other none school activities like Pee Wee sports and the Mayflower Pageant.  We will see what we have space for, but directly school related events and activities will get priority. 
I have set a date for our next Parent Community Meeting.  It will be February 25 from 6:00 to 7:00 in our high school cafeteria.  I would have it earlier but our schedule for the schools is so full.  I hope you get the chance to attend and discuss school issues with the administration team. 
Please remember it takes a community to raise a child.

John Gray
