12/11/2008

 

Dear Patrons, 

Good morning everyone.  As usual it has been busy in the school system lately.  We have been working on several projects.  The most exciting things are always those involving students. 

 

I was very proud of our Senior Football team.  They did a great job of winning Conference and going to the third round of the Play Offs.  I know they are disappointed they did not go all the way.  However, they gave it their best and did an excellent job.  Congratulations to our players and coaches.  

 

Our basketball program is well underway.  We have had some great games with the win of the senior boys recently at Magnet Cove.  There will be games today, Friday, Monday and Tuesday.  We also have a new sound system in the High School gym so that should help the enjoyment of the games.  Come and support our players.  Positive encouragement helps improve the students' playing.

 

Our new Parent Center Coordinator, Gary Logan, has started work this week.  He is looking for an advisory committee and working on identifying the needs of this program.  He is working on tutoring for students among other things.  If you have ideas or suggestions please email him,  glogan@mayflowerschools.info.   He will be our featured speaker at the next Parent Community Meeting.
I have also been working with our principals on the topic of continual school improvement.  We met for half a day on Monday and had a very successful in-service.  The principals are developing their plans for their schools.  These plans will help them organize themselves, teachers and schools on the areas of curriculum and learning.  We plan to meet again on Jan 12.  The school district continues to get stronger in these areas, but will always need to continue this work on education.  We can always get better.

 

As always I get distracted from my main job (education and educational improvement for our students) into other essential duties that superintendents have to take care of.  I have continued my work with the school audit.  Yesterday, I completed a letter for the legislators due to their request.  You may remember the newspaper articles.  This letter provides the more detailed explanations they requested.  I will attach (see below) this information for you to read.

 

In addition the City Council has given us a task.  Their attorney sent us a FOI request that resulted in nearly a 1000 copies.  We responded to this request within the three days allowed and this was picked up Tuesday by the attorney.  I feel this was in response to a FOI request for information the school requested of them.  The school district was seeking information about how other people and businesses were treated by the City in relation to the Planning Commission and building projects.  Some of our patrons may remember that the school district was held up for about 12 months on the Elementary building project.  This resulted in increased construction costs of 10%.  This money had to be borrowed by the school district.  You may be aware that we are planning another building project to expand our crowded middle school.  We want to be sure that this time the school will not be held up and meet the city council’s requirements to issue a building permit.

 

We have also purchased and prepared an automatic phone calling system for notifying parents of important school messages, school closings and emergencies.  Please be sure to keep your school secretary notified of your correct phone number.  I will be sending out a test message soon.

 

Some upcoming dates of importance:
Next Board Meeting -  Monday, January 5 at 6:00 pm in the High School Cafetorium

Parent Community Meetings - Monday January 12 at 6:00 pm in the High School Cafetorium.  We will be featuring the Parent Center. 

Winter Break - Dec 22- Jan-2
Have a great day.
Thanks,


John Gray 

jgray@mayflowerschools.info
Phone:  501-470-0506 x103 

                                           Letter to Legislators
