11/2/07
We have a Board Meeting this Monday Nov 5.  It is at 6:00 in the Middle School Library.  Everyone is welcome.  Some of the main agenda items would include:
 

1.  Elementary Choir performance.
2.  Report on sale of Bonds for fund Elementary construction project.
3.  Elect new Board officers.
4.  Financial Report.
5.  Review of proposed Middle School and High School Schedule.
6.  Personnel
 

Our last meeting was a short special meeting.  We looked at personnel and the possibility of purchasing a building/s for a parent center.   The personnel part resulted in the employment of a new financial officer.  This position was not accepted so we have advertised it.  If you know any excellent bookkeepers with a background in school finance, please refer them to central office.
 

Our plan is to start a quality parent center at the start of the next school year.  We currently have the opportunity to purchase a trailer from Hope that would be excellent at housing the new Parent Center.  We could locate it up near the Nigh School and Middle School and make it a District wide facility.  The cost of this building delivered is $4,500.  We are currently trying to find a way to fund this without spending District money.  We are looking at Federal Money or maybe some local business assistance.  We would be happy to name our parent center after a local business or family.  
 

My vision of the parent center would be a place parents could go to receive assistance in educating our students.  We would use the Vilonia Parent Center as a model.  The facility would provide a place for parents to meet, provide educational resources to assist instruction and personnel to assist parents.  One great feature would be to open it in the evenings and have teachers provide tutoring to students after school.  The teachers could assist with homework, preparing for tests and anything to do with our students being more successful at school.  A key element of this program would be to find an experienced person to take care of this program.  The programs that I have seen work have been the result of great employees.
 

I have asked Dr. Toney to come and work with me at the Central Office.  He has taken on several important District level responsibilities for me.  He has been very helpful already and we are getting several important jobs taken care of.  We will even have some more work done on our website today.  I have asked Mrs. Laura Burris to be the Interim Middle School Principal.  
I have toured our elementary construction project a couple of times this week.  Several of our Board members have joined me.  The building is progressing very well at the moment.  It is on schedule and if the metal arrives for the cafeteria we should be able to move into it the end of January.  
 

Staph infection (MRSA) is still an important issue.  If you would like more information about staph I still suggest this website:  http://www.goaskalice.columbia.edu/2109.html

 HYPERLINK "http://www.goaskalice.columbia.edu/2109.htmlht" ht
 

Hope to see some of you at the next Board meeting.
 

It takes a community to raise a child
John Gray
