11/12/07
It is time for another update.  Our Board Meeting went well last week. The financial report was preceded by a presentation by Jack Truemper, the school’s financial agent with Stevens Inc.  He reported that we sold our second lean bonds for 4.39% that totaled $1,070,000.00.  This money is the balance that is needed for the elementary building project.
 

The Board officers for this year were voted on.  Our new president is Terry Jones, Vice President is Dr. Steven Runge, Secretary is Jennifer Barnhill and Disbursing Officer (signs the checks) is Allan Hudson.  The Board delegate for the Annual School Board Conference is Dr. Runge.  
 

The Board approved to spend some federal money to purchase 20 study tables for the high school.  We thought our elementary choir was going to make a presentation only to find out that it will be next month.  I am looking forward to their selection of season appropriate songs.
 

The elementary building project is progressing well.  There is a lot to see right now.  The walls are up and the roof is going on.  There has been a delay in the delivery of metal for the cafeteria frame and the overall roofing.  That is now expected for Nov 19.  This delay is going to put back the project a few weeks.  We are now expecting to have access to the first phase (classrooms and cafeteria) by the end of February.
 

There is some exciting news for our high school cafeteria.  The Board approved a plan to purchase new computer equipment that will be paid out of our of the cafeteria budget.  This will help speed up the lunch line by using a student code or finger prints (parent can choose which they prefer), allow for on line payment of lunch money and provide the financial capacity to have an al la carte line.  We are also looking for a 4 hour a day cafeteria person to assist with this al la cart line as well as help with clean up.

If this works our well we will look at installing this equipment in the other schools.
A new schedule was voted on to start after Thanksgiving break.  This will be for the middle school and high schools.  The plan is to change the periods and lunch time.  It will mean that school will start five minutes earlier and place a lunch break for the students after third period.  There will be two thirty minute lunch sessions, which will allow plenty of time to eat, and give the students 30 minutes break.  This break can be used for various activities such as library time, homework time, physical activities, club meetings etc.  This change will also allow for better supervision of students at this time and will free up some staff for other duties and activities.

Today we started working on the parking lot at the elementary school.  The gravel will fix the muddy mess there and will assist with the efficient and safe pickup and drop off of our elementary students.  This is mostly being donated by local businesses volunteering their time and equipment.  This is greatly appreciated and if you get the chance, say thank you.
 

It takes a community to raise a child

John Gray
